
Ge oData
Ge ospatial data - ge odata for s h ort - 
is  th e  source  code  for m aps, th e  
building m ate rial for spatial 
applications . Ne w  m ode ls are  
e m e rging for us e r participation in 
colle cting, corre cting and 
m aintaining ge odata; th e  
O pe nStre e tm ap proje ct is  an e arly 
e xam ple  w ith  a lot of pote ntial.

In th e  US, a gre at am ount of spatial 
and e nvironm e ntal data is  in th e  
public dom ain. In m ost oth e r 
countrie s  it is  subje ct to copyrigh t 
and h e avie r lice ns ing fe e s  th an an 
individual proje ct or a sm all bus ine s s  
can afford.

Th e  Public Ge ospatial Data 
Com m itte e  colle cts th e  e xpe rie nce  of 
O SGe o m e m be rs  w h o are  w ork ing to 
introduce  ope n source  and ope n 
data practis e  w ith in gove rnm e nt, 
acade m ia and bus ine s s . W h e re  
ge odata is  ope nly available , w e  aim  
to h e lp de ve lope rs  gain e as ie r 
acce s s  to it via com m on w e b 
standards .  

W e  h ope  to rais e  aw are ne s s  of th e  
im portance  of ope n acce s s  to data 
on th e  e m e rging "ge ospatial w e b", 
and to cre ate  and prom ote  tools th at 
allow  anyone  to participate  in its  
cre ation.

• Prom oting th e  us e  of ope n and 
fre e  standards for ge odata 
e xch ange

• Prom oting ope n lice ns e s  for 
ge ograph ic data

• Advocating for public acce s s  and 
contribution to national ge odata

• Maintaining a re pos itory of ope n-
lice ns e d data

• Providing support for e ducational 
pack age s  for O SGe o proje cts

• Conne cting ope n source  proje cts 
to data h olde rs

Goals

Vis it our w e bs ite : h ttp://w w w.osge o.org/ge odata
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