
Fe ature s

Ope nLaye rs  m ak e s  it e asy to put a 
dynam ic m ap in any w e b page . It can 
display m ap tile s  and m ark e rs  loade d 
from  any source . O pe nLaye rs  is  
com ple te ly fre e , O pe n Source  JavaScript, 
re le as e d unde r th e  BSD Lice ns e .
O pe nLaye rs  is  a pure  JavaScript library for 
displaying m ap data in m ost m ode rn w e b 
brow s e rs , w ith  no s e rve r-s ide  de pe nde n- 
cie s . O pe nLaye rs  im ple m e nts a (still-
de ve loping) JavaScript API for building 
rich  w e b-bas e d ge ograph ic applications , 
s im ilar to th e  Google  Maps and MSN 
Virtual Earth  APIs , w ith  one  im portant 
diffe re nce  -- O pe nLaye rs  is  Fre e  Softw are , 
de ve lope d for and by th e  O pe n Source  
softw are  com m unity.
Furth e rm ore , O pe nLaye rs  im ple m e nts 
industry-standard m e th ods for 

ge ograph ic data acce s s , such  as  th e  
O pe nGIS Consortium 's  W e b Mapping 
Se rvice  (W MS) and W e b Fe ature  Se rvice  
(W FS) protocols. Unde r th e  h ood, 
O pe nLaye rs  is  w ritte n in obje ct-orie nte d 
JavaScript, us ing com pone nts from  
Prototype .js  and th e  Rico library. Th e  
O pe nLaye rs  code  bas e  alre ady h as  
h undre ds of unit te sts , via th e  
Te st.Anoth e rW ay fram e w ork .
As a fram e w ork , O pe nLaye rs  is  inte nde d 
to s e parate  m ap tools from  m ap data so 
th at all th e  tools can ope rate  on all th e  
data source s . Th is  s e paration bre ak s  th e  
proprie tary s ilos th at e arlie r GIS 
re volutions h ave  taugh t civilization to 
avoid. Th e  m apping re volution on th e  
public W e b s h ould be ne fit from  th e  
e xpe rie nce  of h istory.

• Support for a varie ty of data source s
• Support for displaying ge ograph ic fe ature s , 

w ith  m ark e rs  and popups
• Easy build configuration, de s igne d to h e lp 

build O pe nLaye rs  into oth e r applications
• Javascript API to allow  full control ove r 

O pe nLaye rs -pow e re d m ap from  w ith in 
Javascript on a w e b page .
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Ope nLaye rs

Data Source s
• W MS
• k a-Map
• TMS
• W orldW ind
• W FS

• Ge oRSS
• Google , 

Yah oo, 
Microsoft, 
MultiMap

Visit our w e bsite : h ttp://w w w .osge o.org/ope nlaye rs
© 2007 Ope n Source  Ge ospatial Foundation (update d May 2007)




