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About the Ottawa
Chapter

The Ottawa MapServer Users Group
(OMSUG) began meeting during the
winter of 2003. With a strong local user
base in Ottawa, representing many
diverse users and developers, these
meetings provided a unique opportunity
for members to meet and discuss how
MapServer is being leveraged in Ottawa
and the ways we could work together to
grow its use in the region. OGUG
formed in June of 2005 as a network of
GIS practitioners interested in
incorporating or replacing their
proprietary GIS workflow with open
source GIS solutions. OGUG aimed to be
a central body of knowledge and
expertise for the GRASS GIS Community
in the Ottawa area.

The Ottawa Chapter of OSGeo was
formed by the combination of those
original two groups, but also includes
active local users and developers of the
following OSGeo projects: GDAL/OGR,
GRASS, Mapbuilder, MapGuide, and
MapServer.
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Key Accomplishments

During 2012 the Ottawa Chapter met
every month or two based on the
availability of members. The chapter
tried to plan meetings several months
in advance to encourage more
presentations from non-member
speakers with varying success.

Areas for Improvement

The Ottawa chapter would like to
increase the number of talks made to
members. It is also considering
outreach to other groups like Open Data
Ottawa. The chapter would like to
increase its visibility to non-members
and to encourage more participation by
chapter members.
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Outlook for 2013

In 2013 the chapter will have a new co-
chair, Fabien Ancelin. It also plans on
getting involved in GIS day activities at
local schools again in 2013.
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