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3.3 Upcoming Research Activities 
 
Visual comparison of the previously known VHS-copy of the GRASS 
promotionaö video and newly discovered version show that multiple differences 
exist. An example is given in Figure 2. At this point it is assumed that the high 
resolution footage is an earlier edit and predates the VHS-version. An in-depth 
MFID-based comparative analysis will be conducted once both videos have been 
published on the AV-Portal. 
 
 

 

Figure 2: Alternative content in the previously known version of the 
GRASS promotional video (left) and the newly discovered high-resolution 
version (right) 

 
 

4 The Road Ahead 

 
The preservation of AV-content as described for the GRASS promotional video 
is a crucial first step, but it is only a part of a larger unified preservation effort for 
research data on a larger scale: OSGeo Projects are centered on the development 
of software code, which can in turn become a field of analysis and research, 
taking advantage of the twin nature of software being perceived as data and vice 
versa (Graham 1995). For this, visualizations and animations are already being 
used and published on Web 2.0 portals, which contain the described limitations 
regarding citability and long term preservation. Figure 3 provides an example on 
the current state of the art. However, the tight coupling of multimedia, research 
data and software repositories enabling reference and citation via DOI remains an 


