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active research topic for non-textual information management. 
 
 

 

Figure 3: Still frame from a visual analytics animation providing a high 
level view on the evolving of the GRASS GIS codebase using the Gource 
software for software version control visualization (Neteler 2013, Grouse 

2014). 

5 Conclusion 

 
The integration of the historic GRASS GIS promotional video from 1987 into the 
upcoming TIB AV-portal is a success story and will serve as reference case for 
future multimedia preservation activities within the OSGeo communities. The 
discovery of an unpublished alternative high resolution version of the footage 
will enable further research using DOI-based citation of the video versions. 
 
While this is a rare and unexpected find from the early days of Geoinformatics, 
the benefit provided by web portals such as the TIB AV-Portal to the OSGeo 
project communities lies in preservation, improved access and citability of 
contemporary multimedia information: The supply, use and significance of non-
textual media is continually increasing while only a tiny proportion of these 
materials can be searched and explored right now.  


