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Year GRASS 
Installations (Sites) 

GRASS Version 

1982 1 - 

1983 3 - 
1984 5 - 

1985 20 GRASS 1.0 

1987 100+ GRASS 3.0 

1988 1000+ GRASS 3.0 
1989 1000+ GRASS3.1 (public domain) 

1991 1000+ GRASS 4.0 (ftp: 
128.174.5.50) 

Table 1: Growth of GRASS installations from 1982 – 1991 (Westervelt 
1991) 

In 1989, the software was placed in the Public Domain and was made available 
on the Internet via anonymous FTP starting in 1991. The licensing under the 
General Public License (GPL), beginning with GRASS5.0 in 1999 has resulted in 
a strong growth of the developer community, leading to new features which grew 
the user base further worldwide. The license model remains unchanged for the 
current GRASS6.0 versions and the upcoming GRASS7.0. 

During its long development, GRASS has attracted multiple generations of users 
and developers.  While development began in 1982 on Z-80 8-bit CPUs with 64 
KB address space, the software was soon ported to improved hardware platforms 
and operating systems like UNIX. Since 2005, 64bit CPUs are natively 
supported. Currently GRASS GIS is available for a wide range of computing 
environments, spanning from Android-based palmtops over desktop PCs to High 
Performance Computing Clusters (Neteler 2013, Löwe et al. 2012).  

A side effect of the GRASS development effort was creation of the modern Open 
Geospatial Consortium (OGC). It was originally founded in 1987 under the name 
Open GRASS Foundation (OGF), taking the project lead from the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers Construction Engineering Research Laboratory (U.S.A.-
CERL)(Westervelt 2004).  
 

 


